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PREFACE 
The prelude for  t h i s  study was an investigation conducted by me 
in 1988 - '89 on the bionomics of three marine ornamental fishes from 
Lakshadweep which emboided resul ts  of research mainly concerning 
biological aspects of feeding and reproduction. Motivated by the 
richness of reef fishes, their fascinating relationships evident from 
casual observations and from the  basics obtained previously, i t  was 
considered desirable  to undertake investigations on a broader scale 
which might open up a nearly dormant field of f isheries  science in 
India. 
Based on evidence obtained from an ever-increasing literature on 
ecological studies of coral reef fishes,  i t  is obvious that th i s  important 
aspect of coral reefs has  made immense s t r ides  in the past 30 years, 
but India faces the stupendous task of bringing out an understanding on 
this  subject . 
With experience in  foreseeing current needs in fisheries 
research, D r .  P.S. B. R. James (Director, CMFRI) and Dr .  N. G. K. Pillai 
(Senior Scientist and Supervising Guide) were instrumental in analysing 
the programme of research that  laid special emphasis on the fishes of 
coral atolls of Lakshadweep with few observations on processes of other 
coral ecosystems of the  country. Despite constraints in the  availability 
of equipment for field work and to an extent, current literature, 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































